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IN THE CLAIMS 

The status of claims as present amended is as follows: 

1. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus for forming an-images of an originals on a 
sheets, comprising: 

a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets; 

a memory for storin g priorities between a plurality of sheet types other than sheet sizes 
and for storing sheet sizes and sheet types other than sheet sizes in association with said plurality 
of feeders; and 

a selector for selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for a sheet feeding 
operation in accordance with the sheet sizes, t he sheet types other than sheet sizes, and the 
priorities stored in said memory. 

2. {Canceled) 

3. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 21, further comprising 
an operating section through which a user carries out yarious settings related to the image 
forming apparatus, and wherein the sheet types other than sheet sizes stored in said memory are 
set through said operating section. 

4. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 21, further comprising 
an operating section through which a user carries out yarious settings related to the image 
forming apparatus, and wherein the orde r of priorit yp riorities stored in said memory tsare set 
through said operating section, 

5. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 21, further comprising a 
detector for detecting a size of an original, and whe r ein said memo r y sto r es sheet sizes in 
association with said plurality of fccdc r s, and wherein said selector selects one of said plurality of 
feeders to be used for the sheet feeding operation in accordance with the size of the original 
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detected by said detector, an dthe sheet sizes, the sheet types other than sheet sizes, the o r de r of 
priority, and the sheet sizcs priorities stored in said memory. 

6. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 2i, wherein said 
selector carries out selection of one of said plurality of feeders upon start of an image forming 
operation by said image forming apparatus. 

7. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 21, wherein said 
selector carries out selection of one of said plurality of feeders when a feeder being used has run 
short of sheets during an image forming operation by said image forming apparatus. 

8. (Original) An image forming apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said selector selects a 
feeder that contains sheets of the same type as the type of the sheet contained in the feeder which 
has run short of sheets. 

9. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 21, wherein said 
selector selects a feeder other than a feeder containing sheets of at least one predetermined type. 

lO'U. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus including a 
plurality of feeders for feeding sheets and for forming images of originals on sheets, the method 
comprising: 

a first step of storing sheet sizes in a memory in association with said plurality of feeders: 
a first second step of storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in said memory in 

association with said plurality of feeders; 

a second third step of storing ord er of pr io r itv priorities between the sheet types other than 

sheet sizes in said memory : and 
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a thir dfourth step of selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for a sheet 
feeding operation in accordance with the sheet sizes, the sheet types s t ored in said firs t stcp other 
than sheet sizes, and the order of priorit vp riorities stored in said second stcp memorv , 

13. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said image forming apparatus includes an operating section through which a 
user carries out various settings related to the image forming apparatus^ the sheet types other than 
sheet sizes stored in said firs tsecond step being set through said operating section. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said image forming apparatus includes an operating section on which a user 
carries out various settings related to the image forming apparatus, the order of prioritv priorities 
stored in said sccond third step being set through said operating section. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, further comprising a fourt h fifth step of detecting a size of an original, and a fifth step 
of sto r ing sheet sizes in association with said plurality of feede r s, and wherein said tfatr dfourth 
step comprises selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for the sheet feeding operation 
in accordance with the size of the original detected in said fettrtfa fifth step, the sheet sizes stored 
in said first step, the sheet tvpes other than sheet sizes stored in said firs tsecond step, and t he 
ord e r of p r iorit v priorities stored in said sccond third step , and the sheet siz e s sto re d in said fifth 
step. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said tfatr dfourth step comprises carrying out selection of one of said plurality 
of feeders upon start of an image forming operation by said image forming apparatus. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
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claim 12, wherein said tfatr dfourth step comprises carrying out selection of one of said plurality 
of feeders when a feeder being used has run short of sheets during an image forming operation by 
said image forming apparatus. 

18. {Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 17, wherein said tfrir dfourth step comprises selecting a feeder that contains sheets of the 
same type as the type of the sheet contained in the feeder which has run short of sheets. 

19. {Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said tiiir dfourth step comprises selecting a feeder other than a feeder 
containing sheets of at least one predetermined type. 

20'2\, {Canceled) 

22. {Currently Amended) A storage medium storing a control program for controlling an image 
forming apparatus including a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets and for forming images of 
originals on sheets, the storage medium being readable by the image forming apparatus, the 
control program comprising: 

a first code for storing sheet sizes in a memory in association with said plurality of 
feeders: 

a firs tsecond code for storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in said memory in 
association with said plurality of feeders; 

a seeott dthird code for storing order of priorit y priorities between the sheet types other 
than sheet sizes in said memory ; and 

a thtrdfourth code for selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for a sheet 
feeding operation in accordance with the sheet sizes, t he sheet types other than sheet sizes.s torcd 
in said fi r st code and the ord e r of p r io r it y priorities stored in said s e cond codc m emory . 
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23. (Canceled) 

24. (New) An image forming apparatus for forming an image of an original on a sheet, 
comprising: 

a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets; 

a memory for storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in association with the feeders; 

a selector for selecting one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with the sheet types 
other than sheet sizes stored in said memory; and 

an operation panel for designating a designation allowing a change to the feeder that feeds 
a different type sheet in a case where the selected feeder has run out of sheets during an image 
forming operation, 

wherein said selector selects one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with the 
designation of said operation panel. 

25. (New) An image forming apparatus for forming an image on a sheet, comprising: 

a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets; 

a memory for storing priorities between a plurality of sheet types other than sheet sizes 
and for storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in association with said plurality of feeders; and 

a selector for selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for a sheet feeding 
operation in accordance with the sheet types and the priorities stored in said memory. 

26. (New) An image forming apparatus for forming an image on a sheet, comprising: 

a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets; 

a memory for storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in association with the feeders; 

and 

a selector for selecting one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with the sheet types 
stored in said memory, 

wherein said selector selects one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with a 
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designation allowing a change to the feeder that feeds a different type sheet in a case where the 
selected feeder has run out of sheets during an image forming operation. 

27. (New) A storage medium storing a computer readable control program for controlling an 
image forming apparatus including a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets and a selector for 
selecting one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with sheet types other than sheet sizes, the 
control program comprising: 

a code for designating a designation allowing a change to the feeder that feeds a different 
type sheet in a case where the selected feeder has run out of sheets during an image forming 
operation; and 

a code for sending the designation designated by said designating code. 
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